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Eropagands

1|

|the fate of deserters to the wests

(a)

Political o>fficers told :lat the beginning, deserters were well treated and
thoroughly exploited by Western authorities, After interrogation, they were either

25X1  returned to Soviet authorities, or exscuted, or, at best, disowned by Western

25X1 authorities and left to their own devices, which meant starvation or leading =
miserable existence, These officers said that the USSR was ready to forgive all

25X1  deserters, and that those who regretted their acts and returned to the USSR, were re=—
educated end permitted to live as free men in the USSR,

(b) Line officers and associates teold [Tthat no deserters were returned by the Western
o5x1 Powers, but all were helped to establish a new lifs regardless of whether or not they
o5x1 Supplied intelligence information, .

(¢) Germans told[ Jthat deserters to the West received good clothing, good food, money,
25X1 and a possibility to emigrate to various countriss,

CLASSIFICATION SECRET
sTaTe # X [ navy # [x [wsre . DISTRIBUT ION

ARMY

#lx [ar # [x [rsl

[ [T
Approved For Release 2006/02727 : CIA-RDP82-00457R0 160001600029~




Approved For Release 2006/02/27 : CIA-RDP82-00457R016000160005-9
SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION

-2-

25X1

Fraternization

2. Fraternization (including any type of soclal contact with Germans,
regardlese of séx) was strictly prohibited. Any officer, civilian
or EM was offlclally expected to report any Soviet officer,’ )
eivilian, or EM who had had any soeial contact with Germans, Except
for seecret informers, however, no officer, civilian or EM would
report others, German policewsre. supposed to detain German girls
vwho were in the company of Soviet personnel for questloning by
Sovlet authorities., German pollice did not arrest or detain Soviet
personnel but were supposed to inform the Kommandatura of Soviet
25X1 personnél seen fraternizing, | |
25X1 | Most Party .
members, uniess they were secret Informers, lgnored fraternization
e carried on by others, Kommandatura patrols were expected to arrest
all fraternlzers, however, in many cases the offlicers in charge of a
Kemmandatura patrel permitted officers of their acquaintance to
"disappear" without reporting or arresting them. MVD units in Leipzig
had the same status as other troops (le, signal, tank or engineer
troops). It was ne more the official responsibillity of the MVD to
25X1 report and prevent fraternization, than that of any other regular
army unit.  OKR-MGB éfhese terms meant the same
speclal section (Osobyy Otdel - 00) charged with ¢+
preventing fraternization,

Seourity

3. EM assigned to I3U #23 performed internal security guard duty at the:
entrances of ISU #23 and its sub-units, Officers assigned to ISU #23
needed no identification to enter the unit area, Other officders .
and civillans wishing to enter the area of ISU #23, had to state to
the OD whom they wished to see and for what purpose, and were permitted
to enter only after being vouched for by the person being visited.
Soviet EM were not permitted to leave or enter the area of ISU #23
unless in formation and with an officer escort. o

4, There were MVD unita in Leilpzig, which were quartered alongside
ISU #23 /See Encl (A)7/. They wore green shoulder boards, |
MVD

25X1 troops in Lelpzig worked with the Volkspeolizel, training them £ﬂ¥
borderguard duty. | E'Ithe'MVD

25X1  parracks were next to the Volkspolizel barracks, and that the MVD

25X1 barracks had many dogs. MVD units were assigned to guard rail-
roads, concentration camps, perform convoy duty, etec,

25X1 [ |MVD troeps in Leipzlg were at the disposal of the MGB for 25x1

25X1 guard duties. : ' ,

*

[only MGB officers were in the
.i Zone, and they utilized MVD soldiers 1n the execution of their
25X~ dutles. MOB officers were assigned to each military unit in the
Soviet Zone of Germany. I 2 a w MGB officer, a major who
25X1 was assigned just prior to March 19527.

6. MVD troops had no authority to arrest Soviet military personnel,
as - did MGB troops. g )

T. An unknown censorship unit in Potedam censored all incoming and
outgoing mail of ISU #23. It was prohibited for Soviet personnél in

_ ., .the Sovlet Zone of Germany to write about their place of employment,

PR type of work, or to give military information on OB, T/0 & E, ete.

: People in the USSR were prohibited from writing about. food, economic
conditions, etc.,  There were no set penalties for wviclating censor-
shilp directives; the whole censorship procedure was arbitrary, eg. -
one soldier might write home, "I met Vanya in Leipzig", and the
censor would pass it, yet another censor might cross 1t eut,
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Taually the censor crossed out violating lines, but 1f some restrloted
ribser appeared ia a letter, the censor would send the letter to the

) of Ghe offender. In such a case the Counter Intelligence (m@B)
»fizer would start a flle on the offender and keep him under
“y3aprvation for esplonage activitles, or élse:recommend & court-
aarsial, Officially ne mail could be sent via Gepman postal ‘
:nannels. Soviet troops did not use the German post office, but

shey did send letters through the German employees of their unit,

8, 3oviep uroops could own cameras. No plctures of militacy ltems were
wermitted, however, and films had to be developed in the PX. Moat
s*Ficers and those soldiers who could get into town, had them
devaloned in German stores.

9, i nimes officers of ISU #23 were assigned, according to a roster,
25X1 ;9 Kommandasura patrols. Thelr duties| were to
spprehend all EM they saw in town, check documents of persons belleved
s he 3oviess, and to arrest all Sovliet persconnel found in town
Afser midnight. The patrols toured the town of Leipzig, checked
“ae raiiroad stations, cafes, barsyand restaurants and enforced
law and order,

M oorslsers wore uniforms of other branches, sush as those of

10, @
‘ i ry or infantry. The MUB major assigned to ISU #23 in March
v i wore arsillery inslgnia., o’ S
25X1
Fored:: Hrondonsss
11. [ Jin Astrakhan /H621N-4803E7,| |VOA, BBC, and
25X1 Yugesliav, Spanishgand Itallan Broadcasgts in the Russian language.
25X1 algo iistened to thé VOA while in Leipzig. The reception wag clear,
whie Ruseilan language was good, and the broadcast could be tuned
25X1 inoon either 31 or 49 m bands. The VOA came in poorly on middle
band f'requencies due to Jamnming. | |VOA
25X1 [ Jvery duli and repetitious, eg 1% broadcios Ghe same news. of
5 Foerea tor twoe months. The endless repetlition caused listeners te
25X1 “oge all Interest In the VOA programs. VOA discussed only life
in the USA and did net compare it with life in the USSR
. 28X1 wanted {o hear.
12, | The BB( came in clearer than did the
VoA, It was also In good Russian, BRC breadcast all news
25X1 sapartielly . wes very cantious and diplomatic, and was net offenslve
25X1 o the USSE.
13. | |[Italian broadcasts from

Fome | |2Isc were diplomatlc and, In fact, friendly to the
'SSE. They were clear and in good Russian. In contrast, the
Yugoslayv and Spanish broadcasts from Madrid were vitriolie, mocking
end guite cutspoken. The Madrid radio was on the 40 m band and

ne in clear and in good Russian at midnight. It told of all the
statues Stalin had had buillt of himself. The Yugoslav broadcast
vze on the 245-250 m bands., It was in very poor Russian but minced
1o worde in describing life in the USSR and in insulting Stalin,

25X1

Misce: lzrecus

14, C(rly MGE officers were permitted to have their families in the
~viet Zone of Germany. Other dependerts were all returned to the

<
Uik even in cases where they had met and merried in the Soviet
Zrne cf Germany. No explanatlions were ever given for this policy.
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Soviet EM wers not permitted to leave the barrack erea after duty hours, Officers
and civiliens could leave the barrack ares after duty hours, but had 4o sign

out indicating whers they were going, and had to be back and signed in by mid-
night, The political or MGB officer called the OD at midnigh*, and inquired

as to who had failed to return, On rare occasions the 0D would check all
officers? rooms,

The SCC (Soviet Control Cemmission) eivilian personnel had more freedem than
did officers or civilians werking for the Army, While the SGC civilians were
not permitted to fraternize, they were permitted to live among Germans and not
in special billets, and had their own club {Boehme Club) in Leipzig, where no
curfew existed,

An average of 10 officers and 20 EM were usually in the guardhouse in Leipzig

- for drunkenness, AWOL, vefusal to earry out orders, and for falling aslesp during

political lsctures, In the Summer of 1951, 60 soldiers of a pensl battalion
were sent to my machine shops to saw wood, About 15 EM refused to do any work
and received 10 days in the guardhouse. Drunkenness was common, Officers and
EM bought alecholic drinks through Germen employees of ISU #23, All officers
drank including Col A P Siryuk, chief of ISU #23,

In January 1952 a friend ;lmntacted VD and reported it to a Soviet doctor,
Within 24 bovrs he vwas escorted by sn MGB officer to Brest Litevsk, from thers,
according t¢ hearsay from a M3B agent, the MVD tock him for forced labor in
Siberia, Others cured VD secretly.

Officers of ISU #23 carried on black market activities in direct disebedience
of orders, and freguented Germen csfes s bars, and restaurants,

Order #0172 issued in April 1951 by Chuikev, CG of the GOFG, was intended to
enforce diseipline, The order profiibited drinking and fraternization and called
for HO stores /Hendels Orgenizatiop/; to be established in all military units

80 as to preclude the necessity of persomnel going into town to a central PX,
The order alse prohibited Soviet perscnnel from visiting German movies s
theaters, cabarats, cafes; bars, restaurants, and circuses; and prohibited all
business deals such as black marketing, with Germans, The penalties for
violating orders were: )

{d) A reprimend for the first violation,
(v) Demotion by one or two grades for successive violations,
(e} Court-martisl end return to the USSR for persistent violations,

Morale was low emong Soviet officers in ISU #23 due to restrictions on perscnal
freedom and constant surveillance,

Inclosure As  Location of Soviet Kommandatura in Leipzig
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Locatlon of Soviet Kommandatura in Leipzig

Landsberger
Strasslﬁ T
|

|
(_A\_ _Ibanziger gyrasde
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Legend to lnelouure@

25X1

= The Komwendatura kad 21 (twenty-ons) officers and abous 25 (Wn’tr-ﬁvo)
; the B were heolephone and radio msn and guards. :

- Blght Gexman women were workiszg ia the Iummtm al cleaning women
and twaitresses.

Two German mepn. wers umployw. as firemen.

Chief of whe Xomeandaturs was Colonel m.kolt.y Nikolayevish SO!OSECOY. udJ
his deputy was Leonid Petrovieh IVANOV.

Dakaile of shebchs

A, Contral Keammadatura
Bo Recepilon room of Koxmundatura
. Matrenmes to Kosmandeiura
D: Glub, cusine for offlicers of Kommandatura
B, Xitchen for B of Kommandatora
P, Dunzigerstrases
G. BFarxrackz for Kommandaiura $roops
Hs DBarracks for Alr Fores Eoginesr Troops
I. BEssh
J. Stediunm
X, Yard
— ¥ndrance te duildings
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